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Via Crucis to the Colosseum, presided at by the Holy Father Francis

Prayer of the Holy Father
List of people carrying the cross along the 14 stations

This evening, at 21.15., the Holy Father Francis presided at the Colosseum at the pious exercise of the “Via
Crucis”, the “Way of the Cross”, broadcast worldwide.

The texts of the meditations and the prayers proposed this year for the stations of the Via Crucis were prepared
by the French biblical scholar Anne-Marie Pelletier.

The following are the prayer composed by the Holy Father, which he recited at the end of the Via Crucis, and the
list of people who carried the cross along the 14 stations:

Prayer of the Holy Father

In Christ's cross we see the faces of thousands suffering today. This cross is the “symbol of divine love and of
human injustice, icon of the supreme sacrifice for love and of boundless selfishness even unto madness,
instrument of death and the way of resurrection, sign of obedience and emblem of betrayal, the gallows of
persecution and the banner of victory”. Pope Francis gave a brief reflection at the end of the Via Crucis at the
Colosseum in the late evening of , 25 March, Good Friday. The following is the English text of the Pope's prayer
which was given in Italian.

O Cross of Christ, symbol of divine love and of human injustice, icon of the supreme sacrifice for love and of
boundless selfishness even unto madness, instrument of death and the way of resurrection, sign of obedience
and emblem of betrayal, the gallows of persecution and the banner of victory.
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O Cross of Christ, today too we see you raised up in our sisters and brothers killed, burned alive, throats slit and
decapitated by barbarous blades amid cowardly silence.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in the faces of children, of women and people, worn out and fearful,
who flee from war and violence and who often only find death and many Pilates who wash their hands.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in those filled with knowledge and not with the spirit, scholars of death
and not of life, who instead of teaching mercy and life, threaten with punishment and death, and who condemn
the just.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in unfaithful ministers who, instead of stripping themselves of their own
vain ambitions, divest even the innocent of their dignity.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in the hardened hearts of those who easily judge others, with hearts
ready to condemn even to the point of stoning, without ever recognizing their own sins and faults.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in expressions of fundamentalism and in terrorist acts committed by
followers of some religions which profane the name of God and which use the holy name to justify their
unprecedented violence.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in those who wish to remove you from public places and exclude you
from public life, in the name of a pagan laicism or that equality you yourself taught us.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in the powerful and in arms dealers who feed the cauldron of war with
the innocent blood of our brothers and sisters, and feed their children with bread drenched in blood.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in traitors who, for thirty pieces of silver, would consign anyone to
death.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in thieves and corrupt officials who, instead of safeguarding the
common good and morals, sell themselves in the despicable market-place of immorality.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in the foolish who build warehouses to store up treasures that perish,
leaving Lazarus to die of hunger at their doorsteps.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in the destroyers of our “common home”, who by their selfishness ruin
the future of coming generations.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in the elderly who have been abandoned by their families, in the
disabled and in children starving and cast-off by our egotistical and hypocritical society.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in the Mediterranean and Aegean Seas which have become insatiable
cemeteries, reflections of our indifferent and anesthetized conscience.

O Cross of Christ, image of love without end and way of the Resurrection, today too we see you in noble and
upright persons who do good without seeking praise or admiration from others.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in ministers who are faithful and humble, who illuminate the darkness of
our lives like candles that burn freely in order to brighten the lives of the least among us.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in the faces of consecrated women and men — good Samaritans — who
have left everything to bind up, in evangelical silence, the wounds of poverty and injustice.
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O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in the merciful who have found in mercy the greatest expression of
justice and faith.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in simple men and women who live their faith joyfully day in and day
out, in filial observance of your commandments.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in the contrite, who in the depths of the misery of their sins, are able to
cry out: Lord, remember me in your kingdom!

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in the blessed and the saints who know how to cross the dark night of
faith without ever losing trust in you and without claiming to understand your mysterious silence.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in families that live their vocation of married life in fidelity and
fruitfulness.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in volunteers who generously assist those in need and the
downtrodden.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in those persecuted for their faith who, amid their suffering, continue to
offer an authentic witness to Jesus and the Gospel.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in those who dream, those with the heart of a child, who work to make
the world a better place, ever more human and just.

In you, Holy Cross, we see God who loves even to the end, and we see the hatred of those who want to
dominate, that hatred which blinds the minds and hearts of those who prefer darkness to light.

O Cross of Christ, Arc of Noah that saved humanity from the flood of sin, save us from evil and from the Evil
One. O Throne of David and seal of the divine and eternal Covenant, awaken us from the seduction of vanity! O
cry of love, inspire in us a desire for God, for goodness and for light.

O Cross of Christ, teach us that the rising of the sun is more powerful than the darkness of night. O Cross of
Christ, teach us that the apparent victory of evil vanishes before the empty tomb and before the certainty of the
Resurrection and the love of God which nothing can defeat, obscure or weaken. Amen!

List of people carrying the cross along the 14 stations

I station His Eminence Cardinal Agostino Vallini

Il station: Rome: Marco Raspa and Eleonora Magini with their
daughter Sara — family from Rome

I station: U.N.LT.AL.S.L

Antonino Tuzzolino — disabled, wheelchair-bound
Alejandro Ramirez — stretcher-bearer
Letizia Del Gallo — support sister
Maria Virginia Cherra — support sister

IV station: Poland: Aleksandra Maga — student at La Sapienza
University of Rome



Italy: Lucia Lombardi

Vv station: Italy: Mario Ugolini and Liviana Ceci — from Rimini

VI station: India: Sr. Sherly Anthikadan, Sr. Shigi Kokkadan and Sr.
Mareena Kokkatt — Congregation Sisters of Jesus

VIl station: Africa: Sr. Maria Teresa Mbeva and Sr. Maria Agata
Ogbugo

Benedictine Sisters of the Reparation of the Holy Face
Miss Sylviane Emmanuella Nikiema — Burkina Faso

Mr Théodeore Muanza Muanza — Democratic Republic of
the Congo
VIII  station: Egypt: Hany Mourad Yassa Mosaad

Dina Atef Khalifa Sawers with her daughters
Angelina, Maria and Helana

IX  station: Portugal: Nuno Tomas
David Silva
X station: Colombia: Claver Martinez Ariza — Marlene Ortiz Ariza,
with their sons Rolando M. Ortiz and Lorenzo M. Ortiz
Xl station: France: Aymeric and Emilie Pourbaix
XIl  station: China: Wang Shuai
Huang Ying
Xl station: Friars of the Holy Land
Fr. Ulise Zarza - Argentina and Fr. Elias Mario Badie —
Israel
XIV  station: His Eminence Cardinal Agostino Vallini

Young people carrying the torches: Silvia Manocchi and Davide Villino



